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This is the core activity of the Machinami Foundation. The Foundation 

collaborates with and organizes housing-related organizations, including 

the Urban Renaissance Agency, regional housing supply corporations, 

rezoning associations, private sector developers and other residential land 

companies, housing manufacturers, home builders and general 

construction contractors, to supply high-quality housing and townscapes. 

Planning for attractive townscapes should ideally take advantage of local 

characteristics and topography, and plans for roads and housing areas 

should provide for coexistence between people and vehicles. It is also 

important to achieve harmony among elements of building designs, 

including wall surfaces and lines, colors, roof shapes and the positioning 

of windows. Particular care must taken over aesthetic details. For 

example, it is important to set specific rules for the design of external 

features, such as gates, fences, plantings and carports. 

To achieve these goals, we need to bring together experts and businesses 

with the necessary skills in such areas as planning, market research and 

technical expertise. The role of the Machinami Foundation is to coordinate 

these elements. 

Planning and Administration of Housing and Community Schemes (Comprehensive Housing Exhibitions)

Today expectations toward housing and communities are extremely high. The 
public demands stability and qualitative improvement in both houses, as the focal 
points of residential lifestyles, and in residential environments. Consideration for 
the environment is also an imperative. As leisure time expands and life-spans 
increase, housing and residential environments will occupy an increasingly 
significant place in our lives. 
The Machinami Foundation (Machinami = townscape) was established in 1979, at a 
time when the focus of the government’s housing policy was shifting from quantity 
to quality. Its mission is to work toward improvement in the quality of housing and 
residential environments.　(Ministry of Construction approval received on July 19, 1979)

Planning and administration of housing and community schemes (comprehensive housing exhibitions)

Administration of model home exhibition sites

Surveys and research projects

Preparation of reference plans

Educational and public information activities
(1) Consultations and study tours (2) Residential Townscape Contest
(3) Symposiums and seminars (4) Publications and Periodicals

Other activities that contribute to the improvement of housing and residential environments

Our Work

Our Mission

Other aspects of the Machinami Foundation's work include studies 

concerning the integrated development of apartment housing and 

detached housing, and approaches to the development of housing land to 

meet the demand for housing in rural settings.



When the Urban Renaissance Agency or other organizations invite 
applications for housing land subdivisions, members of the Machinami 
Foundation propose reference plans to meet the shape of residential site 
and surrounding environmental requirement, including floor plans, elevations 
and paths. During the application period, the Foundation provides 
purchasers of housing lots with specific and more advantageous information 
in response to inquiries about buildings at site information offices.

Preparation of reference plans

The core function of model home synthesis exhibition sites is to provide 

consumers with information about housing and the opportunity to view 

actual houses. As a public service corporation, the Machinami Foundation 

Administration of Model Home Exhibition Sites

The Machinami Foundation conducts a variety of surveys 

and research projects for housing-related organizations, 

such as the Urban Renaissance Agency(UR). Areas 

covered range from demand trends in housing and 

housing areas, matters relating to model home exhibition 

sites and the housing industry, to aspects relating to 

actual planning and design activities, such as landscape 

Surveys and Research Projects

formation methods and the formulation of master plans 

and policies for housing areas. The scope of surveys and 

research projects continues to expand in step with 

changing needs. Recent survey themes have included 

resident participation in housing area management, 

approaches to community design, and townscape 

environments in existing urban areas.

uses its model synthesis home exhibition sites to monitor consumer 

needs, and to supply a wide range of housing information in collaboration 

with the central government and local government organizations.

Administration of Housing Exhibiter Conference
The Housing Exhibiter Conference (www.jutenkyo.com) was established in 1991 to provide comprehensive information about 
housing exhibitions throughout Japan. The Machinami Foundation administers the organization, which has 16 corporate 
members. Activities include the collection of monthly statistics about visitors numbers at sites nationwide, and joint surveys and 
research projects. Its website (www.jutenkyo.com) is used as portal with links to housing exhibition sites throughout Japan.

L o c a t i o n   417-7, Makuhari-cho 5-chome, Hanamigawa-ku, Chiba City

S p o n s o r   Machinami Foundation

Co-Sponsors   Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Chiba Prefecture, Chiba City, Japan Housing Finance Agency,Urban Renaissance Agency

Duration of exhibition   June 1, 2002-April 30, 2013

A r e a   30,622㎡ 

Number of lots   50　

T h e m e   Enhanced lifestyle spaces for a mature society

L o c a t i o n   A-55 town district, Kenkugakuen, Tsukuba City, Ibaragi Prefecture

S p o n s o r   Machinami Foundation

Co-Sponsors   Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Ibaragi Prefecture, Tsukuba City, Japan Housing Finance Agency,Urban Renaissance Agency

Duration of exhibition   August 1, 2007-July 31,2012

A r e a   22,299㎡ 

Number of lots   34

T h e m e   Embodiment of a garden city life-Tsukuba style

Makuhari Housing Park Tsukuba Housing Park



Educational and Public Information Activities

The Townscape Symposium

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport has 

designated October of each year as Housing Month. 

The aim of this initiative, which began in 1989, is to 

raise public awareness of housing and contribute to 

the creation of enhanced residential lifestyles. 

As part of the Housing life Month program, the 

Machinami Foundation organizes the annual Housing 

Month Townscape Symposium. Activities include 

keynote speeches and panel discussions by experts 

in various fields. The aim is to consider approaches to 

the planning, creation and development of housing, 

townscapes and residential environments in an era of 

rap id change dr i ven by fo rces tha t inc lude 

Townscape Symposium
Co-Sponsorship of Housing life Month

Sponsors: Machinami Foundation, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc.

internationalization, information technology and 

demographic aging. These events provide a wide 

range of people with opportunities to think about the 

future of their residential environments.

Consultations and Study Tours

During events at model home exhibition sites or when 

subdivision applications are invited for housing or 

townscape projects, the Machinami Foundation holds 

consultations about finance, taxation, construction 

plans and other housing-related matters. During the 

housing construction phase, it organizes study tours 

to observe construction and building methods.

A housing consultation

Since 1983, June each year has been designated 

"Community Development Month." A variety of events 

are organized to raise the awareness of residents about 

the development of attractive communities. 

One of these events is the Residential Townscape  

Contest, which is co-sponsored by the Townscape 

Month Implementation Committee and Machinami 

Foundation. The aim of the contest, which was first held 

in fiscal 2004, is to raise expectations toward 

townscape maintenance and management standards by 

providing recognition and support for areas and 

Residential Townscape Contest
Co-Sponsorship of Community Development Month

Sponsors: Townscape Month Implementation Committee, Machinami Foundation

organizations that are creating quality townscapes 

through the efforts of communities, including residents.

A Minister of Land,Infrastructure and Transport
Commendation Ceremony 

Ultra-Long-Term Housing Promotion and Support Activities

In 2008 the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and 

Transport established a project to promote ultra-long-

term housing and develop conditions conducive to 

this type of housing. The Machinami Foundation is 

working with the Housing and Community Foundation 

to foster key contributors to the development of the 

necessary environment. The two organizations are 

providing grants to residents’ organizations, NPOs 

and other organizations involved in the promotion of 

relocation and dual-region living and the development 

of quality residential environments, to enable them to 

develop business models.



Publications and Periodicals

This A4-format publication is the general newsletter of the 

Machinami Foundation. It contains in-depth special features 

on housing and townscape development for town planning 

experts and professionals, as well as regular features and 

essays covering aspects ranging from history to current 

trends. Other content includes detailed coverage of the 

results of housing and townscape projects. 

Ie to Machinami is highly regarded in housing-related 

industries as a source of coverage that is not available in 

general construction journals, and as a forum in which to 

publish research findings or highlight issues.

This booklet presents case studies of representative 

examples of the many housing land projects in which the 

Machinami Foundation has been involved. The detailed 

coverage includes numerous photographs, as well as 

development overviews and analyses of townscape planning 

concepts and growth trends after completion.

The Machinami Foundation actively disseminates information 

and ideas using a wide range of methods. From time to time 

it publishes a variety of manuals, guideline explanatory 

notes, case studies and other information as reference 

materials for both professional and general readers. To 

commemorate its 20th anniversary in 2001, it produced a 

collection of case studies of innovative housing land and 

townscape projects entitled Nihon no Komon to Bonerufu 

[Commons and Woonerfs of Japan] (marketed by Nihon 

Keizai Shimbun).

 Other Publications

The name of this monthly pamphlet (A4 format) is derived 

from a Dutch word meaning "garden for living." It focuses 

mainly on projects in progress, including townscape 

schemes. Other aspects covered include the Machinami 

Foundation's model home exhibition sites, and the day-to-

day activities of the Foundation.

A wide range of information and current notices are available 

on the Machinami Foundation's Internet website, which was 

established in May 2000 to create a resource that would be 

useful to a wide range of people. The Machinami Archive is a 

searchable archive that provides easy access to a variety of 

information, including records of townscape projects, details of 

current subdivision schemes, and general data about detached 

housing lots and townscapes in Japan.

Website

Townscape Coordination Case StudiesPublished twice each yearIe to Machinami(Homes and Townscapes) Published occasionally

Published monthly

www.machinami.or.jp
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The Machinami Foundation

〈Head Office〉
5F, SVAX TT Building,11-15, Toranomon 3-chome,
Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan 105-0001
Telephone: (03)5733-6733　Facsimile:  (03)5733-6736

〈Kansai Office〉
5F, Tsujiume Building, 3-8 Hirano-machi 3-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Osaka City, Japan 541-0046
Telephone: (06)6231-3655　Facsimile:  (06)6231-3656

（Alphabetical Order）

Asahi Kasei Homes Corporation

Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd.

Misawa Homes Co., Ltd.

Mitsuihome Co., Ltd.

Panahome Corporation

Sanyo Homes Co., Ltd.

Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd.

Sekisui House, Ltd.

Sumitomo Forestry Co., Ltd.

SwedenHouse Co., Ltd.

SxL Co., Ltd.

Tokyu Home Corporation

Toyota Home

Member Companies 

5F, SVAX TT Building,11-15, Toranomon 3-chome,
Minatoku, Tokyo, Japan 105-0001
Telephone: (03)5733-6733　Facsimile:  (03)5733-6736 
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Aioi Insurance
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The Machinami Foundation
5F,Tsujiume Building

5 minutes on foot from Subway Midosuji Line Yodoyabashi Station（No.11Exit）6 minutes on foot from Subway Ginza Line Toranomon Station（No.4 Exit）
4 minutes on foot from Hibiya Line Kamiya-cho Station（No.3 Exit）
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